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Abstract

This article reviews the telecommunications regime of Mexico in the context of the
new digital economy. International and comparative economic and telecommunications
policy and regulation serve as the backdrop to the Mexican legal scenario. This article
suggests that the Mexican regulators have guided the telecommunication reform, in
accordance to the technical and legal recommendations of the international community, for
transition into the digital age. However, two years past the liberalization of the

telecommunications sector, the market is not yet functioning competitively.

In review, the primary impediment to creating a competitive telecommunications
market in Mexico seems to reside in the still authoritarian style of governance, which leans
towards protection of the Mexican incumbent operator, in the midst of harsh economic
reform of the State. Comparisons to reform in other Latin American countries show that
authoritarian governments are initially helpful in pushing economic reform, but that in
order to maintain market competition state intervention must be substituted by more
pluralistic systems of governance. Coherently, with international policy and economic
reform in the cases studied, the thesis finally argues for modifications to the Mexican
telecommunications law, to further facilitate the role of the regulator as an independent

supervisor, rather than as a market manager.
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