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ABSTRACT

Japan commenced the most comprehensive overhaul of the post-war judicial system in
the 1990s. It would triplicate the number of legal professionals, adopt a jury-like “citizen
judge” system in the criminal justice system, establish graduate law schools, and more. In
ﬂﬁg paper I examine the causes for the commencement of the judicial reform movement and
its creation of the revolutionary reform plan in the 1990s. I argue that this reform was
commenced by the LDP (a ruling political party) and the bureaucrats in Japan as one of the
components of structural reform in the 1990s, and that Japan’s structural reform in the 1990s
is the result of the political symbolism for the LDP and the bureaucrats to restore their
~ legitimacy which had declined after their scandals and long-term economic stagnation. I also
assert that the existence of interest groups (especially business federations), weak political
power of the legal professionals, and the government’s use of an advisory council all
contributed to the commencement of judicial reform and to the creation of the revolutionary
reform agenda in the 1990s.

I support my argument with the literature on intemnational judicial reform and on
Japanese political economy, with the examination of the minutes of the Judicial Reform

Council and the opinions of interest groups, and with the interviews with three Secretariat

officers of the Judicial Reform Council.
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