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ABSTRACT 

 

This thesis is divided in two chapters. In the first, the author studies the 

problem of child labor in the Brazilian context. In the second, the author 

analyzes the problem of child labor at the regional level from the perspective of 

the MERCOSUL.  In the first chapter, the author gives a brief history of child 

labor in Brazil, a description of the problem,  the reasons for the use of children 

in the labor force and the legislation addressing child labor.   There  is a case 

study of child labor in the Brazilian footwear industry and the programs there 

are addressing  child labor.   The first part ends with suggestions for the 

Executive, Legislative and Judiciary powers, as well as to the society to 

decrease or eliminate the use of child labor.  

In the second chapter, the author compares child labor standards under the 

NAFTA and the MERCOSUL, as well as compliance and enforcement 

mechanisms in both  North American  Agreement Labor Cooperation (or 

NAALC)  and MERCOSUL Social and Labor Declaration.   The author 

concludes that the NAALC and the MERCOSUL Declaration do not effectively 

set standards on child labor and that not all country members are complying 

with their own labor standards, since we continue to have child labor in Brazil 

and Mexico.  The NAALC is more likely to be enforced even though its 

enforcement mechanism require different steps prior to imposing a sanction.  

Then, the author analyzes the U.S.’  introduction of a new law the 

"International Child Welfare Protection Act" which may work as an incentive 
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to other countries take measures to eliminate child labor. The author also 

analyzes two initiatives taken in MERCOSUL that may impact child labor. 

Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay participated in the Global March Against Child 

Labor. The adoption of a social security protocol by all the MERCOSUL 

members may have an impact on alleviating poverty, and therefore, decreasing 

child labor.  The author concludes by suggesting two main measures which can 

be taken in the MERCOSUL level to improve the situation of child labor: 

implementation of the job creation provision and the empowerment of the 

Labor Committee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 iii



 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

I.  Research Question……………………………………………………………………………………….1 

II. Introduction………………………………………………………………………………………………………1 

III.Brief History of Child Labor in Brazil…………………………………2 

IV. The Reasons for Child Labor ………………………………………………………….5
                   
a. Poverty………………………………………………………………………………………………………….5 
b. Unemployment………………………………………………………………………………………….10 
c. Economic Self-interest of the 

Companies………………………………………………………………………………………………….12 
         d. Local Culture………………………………………………………………………………………….13 
 

V. Child Labor Regulation…………………………………………………………………………….14 
 

a. Child Labor Laws …………………………………………………………………………….14 
b. Educational Laws……………………………………………………………………………..18 
c. International Conventions……………………………………………………..19 

 
VI. A Case Study: Child Labor in the Brazilian Footwear 

Industry……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….20 
 

VII. Programs and Efforts to Address Child 
Labor…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….24 

      
a. The  Brazilian Government and the Inter-   

governmental organizations…………………………………………………….24 
b. Brazilian Trade Unions……………………………………………………………….29 
c. Non-governmental Organizations………………………………………….30 
 

VIII. The Private Sector Potential…………………………………………………….32 

a. Codes of Conduct……………………………………………………………………………….32 
b. Social Labeling………………………………………………………………………………….35 

 
IX. The Challenge to Fight Child Labor in Brazil 

 and The Solutions at the Domestic Level…………………………..41 
 

a. The Executive Power……………………………………………………………………….41 
b. The Legislative Power………………………………………………………………….46 
c. The Judiciary……………………………………………………………………………………….46 
d. The Society…………………………………………………………………………………………….47 
 

X. Child Labor and International Trade:  A Comparison 
Among Standards, Compliance and Enforcement in NAFTA 
and MERCOSUL…………………………………………………………………………………………………..48 

 
a. Compliance And Enforcement…………………………………………………..53 

 v



b. Strategies to Combat Child Labor within the 
NAFTA…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..59 

c. Strategies to Combat Child Labor Under 

MERCOSUL………………………………………………………………………………………………...62 

 

XI. MEASURES WHICH CAN BE TAKEN AT THE MERCOSUL 

 LEVEL……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..63 

 

a. Alleviation Of Poverty: Creation Of Jobs……………..63 

b. Study Of The Effects Of Labor Liberalization 

 In Job Creation……………………………………………………………………………………65 

c. Empowerment Of The Labor Committee……………………………..67 

 

XII. Conclusion…………………………………………………………………………………………………...67 

XIII.BIBLIOGRAPHY……………………………………………………………………………………………….…71 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 vi




