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Justice Sandra Day O’Connor ’52 (BA

’50) sitting on the bench.  

It took this case six years to reach

the Ninth Circuit, wending its way from

a small swath of national forest land

south of Lake Tahoe where snow-

mobilers were competing with skiers for

space. In 2000, the Stanford Environ-

mental Law Clinic filed suit on behalf of

the skiers, known as Friends of Hope

Valley, against the U.S. Forest Service,

alleging that the forest service manage-

ment plan for the area was unlawful in

allowing snowmobile use. After years of

failed settlement discussions and an

unsatisfactory district court decision, the

case landed in the Ninth Circuit in fall

2006. Under special rules, the Ninth

Circuit allows students to receive

certification to argue cases. As a third-

year student in the Environmental Law

Clinic, I had helped to develop the

appellate briefs and was selected to

argue the case.

I had, of course, never argued a case

before any court, much less the Ninth

Circuit. And if that were not enough,

soon before the hearing, an excited court

clerk called to inform us that retired

Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day

O’Connor would be sitting on the three-

judge panel that would hear our case. 

On the Supreme Court, Justice

O’Connor was renowned for pushing

counsel to apply their argument to

hypothetical scenarios she created.

Another judge on our case, Judge

Susan P. Graber, was known for asking

extremely detailed questions about the

administrative record for the case. The

last judge, Judge Richard G. Tallman,

was not known as a tough questioner but

was considered conservative on environ-

mental suits. 

I had to be ready for it all. With the

assistance of Environmental Law Clinic

Director Debbie Sivas ’87, I tore into

preparations—setting out a lengthy list

of potential questions—which my wife

quizzed me on during breakfast. And

lunch. And dinner. 

Mere seconds into my opening

statement, Judge Tallman interrupted

me. “Do we even have jurisdiction over

this case?” he asked.  I coolly responded

as if I had heard the question a

thousand times before. It was the first

question on my list.

A month after the argument, the

court dismissed our appeal. Because the

management plan had been sent back to

the forest service for revision, the court

concluded that our appeal was pre-

mature.

The result was, of course, disappoint-

ing, but it took nothing away from the

experience. I learned an immense

amount about how to think through a

case and how to prepare and present an

argument. Those valuable skills are

difficult, if not impossible, to learn in a

classroom and will serve me well in my

future career. SL 

PAUL SPITLER plans to join Shute, Mihaly &

Weinberger after graduation where he hopes to continue

practicing environmental and land use law. 
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“We have an incredibly strong case. It is hard to find anyone in history who had a better proven appreciation for the nature of 
his actions.” MILES EHRLICH ’92 in the March 10 New York Times article, “Was Dane's Madness Just Method? Jury to Decide.” Ehrlich served as
prosecutor for “The Trial of Hamlet,” a mock trial conceived by Justice Anthony M. Kennedy (BA ’58) to determine Hamlet’s criminal
responsibility for murdering Polonius. The trial was performed on March 15 at the Kennedy Center as part of a six-month Shakespeare festival.

Justices are indicating “that the patent system is out of whack and needs to be reined in.” MARK A. LEMLEY (BA ’88), William H. Neukom
Professor of Law, in the Wall Street Journal. The November 28 article, “As Patents Grow More Contentious, Battlegrounds Shift 
to High Court,” examines the Supreme Court’s increased attention to patent law. 

“The government blinked in this standoff. . . . It certainly helps the press and whistle-blowers to resist the strong-arm efforts of the government.”
ANTHONY D. ROMERO ’90, executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union, in a December 19 New York Times article, 
“Prosecutors Drop A.C.L.U. Subpoena in Document Fight.” The subpoena sought to retrieve copies of a classified document detailing policies 
of photographing enemy prisoners of war.

“This technology sends the Orwell meter into the red zone. There’s almost no scenario under which the benefit can’t be obtained from an anklet
or a bracelet. The only reason to implant it is so that it can’t be removed voluntarily, which makes it a human rights issue.” MARC ROTENBERG
’87, executive director of the Electronic Privacy Information Center, addressing the privacy issues prompted by implanted technologies. 
He is quoted in the article, “A Medical ID Business, Much Criticized, Plans a Stock Offering,” printed in The New York Times on February 5.

“Aside from the fact that this is a great story about Barney the purple dinosaur who sings ‘I love you, you love me’ and yet his lawyers are 
out there spreading anything but love, there’s a bigger point. . . . For every case like this we find out about, there are hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of situations that go unnoticed where free speech is chilled off the Internet.” FRED VON LOHMANN ’95 (BA ’90), attorney for the
San Francisco-based Electronic Frontier Foundation, as quoted in the Los Angeles Times. The November 29 article, “Happy ending? 
Suit over Barney parody is settled,” discusses the low visibility of many free speech cases.

“[The uniformity promoted by the 1977 law] can still be achieved. You just 
have to add one procedural protection for defendants.” JEFFREY L. FISHER, associate

professor of law (teaching), in the San Francisco Chronicle. The January 22 article, “Supreme Court 

Strikes Down California’s Sentencing Law,” discusses the high court’s 6-3 ruling in California v. Cunningham. 

Fisher wrote a brief in the case on behalf of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.

“This may be a bell that can’t be unrung. The audit firms have already
incorporated a lot of the inefficient 404 process into their integrated audits, and
once audit firms have processes in place, it’s very hard to persuade them to 
back off and ease up on those processes.” JOSEPH A. GRUNDFEST ’78, W. A. Franke

Professor of Law and Business, as quoted in the Wall Street Journal. The November 10 article, “Business Wins Its Battle

to Ease a Costly Sarbanes-Oxley Rule,” discusses proposed changes to a section of the Sarbanes-Oxley corporate

reform law.

“It’s peculiar to me that schools are still spending all this effort on the first year. 
It’s the one that already works. The thinking [is] you have to put all your 
focus into the year where you have the students’ attention. But for some reason,
we can’t hold their attention during the second and third year—most likely
because it’s more of the same.” LARRY D. KRAMER, Richard E. Lang Professor of Law and Dean, 

addressing proposed changes to the second- and third-year law school curriculum at Stanford. In the November 8 

Inside Higher Ed  article, “Beyond the First Year,” Kramer offers his perspective. 

in theALUMNI AND FACULTY SPEAK OUT
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“It was an eye-opener on how powerful a big company can be in state government. But it’s certainly worth it with this outcome.” 
JOSEPH BANKMAN, Ralph M. Parsons Professor of Law and Business, in the December 5 San Jose Mercury News article, “State to Simplify Tax
Filing for Some.” The article discusses the California Franchise Tax Board decision to reinstate ReadyReturn, a government tax preparation
program Bankman helped create, despite attempts by tax software maker Intuit to stop it. 

“There is a debate raging among legal academics as to whether the new chief justice really is a judicial minimalist or merely plays one on TV. Simi-
larly, there is some question as to whether he is truly an unabashed proponent of unanimity or whether he’d simply prefer that the Court be
unanimous, so long as it unanimously agrees with him. Some of Roberts’s most important decisions last term were neither humble nor
unanimous, and while it’s still too early to tell, it’s fair to say that his impulse to judicial minimalism is tempered by his impulse to Sherpa the law
along a more conservative footpath. But all of these nuances tend to fall away in a prime-time television interview, and the lasting impression is of
a serious man taking his constitutional responsibilities seriously.” DAHLIA LITHWICK ’96 writing in her weekly “Jurisprudence” column for Slate.
The November 14 article, “The High Court Goes Courting; Supreme Court justices talk to media in self-defense,” examines the then newly
appointed chief justice’s positioning.

“There’s a big debate going on right now. People say that you can’t go inside
somebody’s house; but, I say, you can sit outside and listen to the radio.”
JENNIFER STISA GRANICK, executive director of the Center for Internet and Society and lecturer in law, as

quoted in The New York Times. The November 27 article, “The Air Is Free, and Sometimes So Are the Phone Calls That

Borrow It,” explores the topic of authorized and unauthorized Wi-Fi use.

“Businesses in Internet time can’t wait around for years for lawsuits to be resolved.
Google wants to be able to get this done and get permission to resume scanning
copyrighted material at all the libraries. For the publishers, if Google gives them
anything at all, it creates a practical precedent, if not a legal precedent, that no one
has the right to scan this material without their consent. That’s a win for them. 
The problem is that even though a settlement would be good for Google and good
for the publishers, it would be bad for everyone else.” LAWRENCE LESSIG, C. Wendell

and Edith M. Carlsmith Professor of Law, as quoted in The New Yorker. The January 29 article, “Google’s 

Moonshot,” explores the legal wrangling between Google and publishing companies.

“All of the judges agreed that the Kamehameha School has a noble mission and
has had extraordinary success in addressing what all the judges admitted are the
continuing disadvantages suffered by Native Hawaiians,” KATHLEEN M. SULLIVAN,

Stanley Morrison Professor of Law and former dean, in The New York Times. The December 6 article, “Hawaii Schools’

Racial Enrollment Upheld,” examines a federal appeals ruling in favor of a school admissions policy that requires

students must have an ancestor who lived in Hawaii in 1778. 

“Freedom of thought has always been buttressed by the reality that you could only
tell what someone thought based on [his or her] behavior. This technology holds
out the possibility of looking through the skull and seeing what’s really 
happening, seeing the thoughts themselves. . . . It opens up for the first time the
possibility of punishing people for their thoughts rather than their actions.” 
HENRY T. “HANK” GREELY (BA ’74), Deane F. and Kate Edelman Johnson Professor of Law, in The New York 

Times Magazine. The March 11 article, “The Brain on the Stand,” describes the potential legal implications of using

functional magnetic resonance imaging brain scans for lie detection.

news
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“Starting a company is like launching a rocket,” Mr. Johnson said. “If you’re a tenth of a degree off at launch, you may be 1,000 miles off
downrange.” CRAIG JOHNSON ’74, managing director of Concept2Company Ventures, as quoted in The New York Times. The October 22 article,
“It’s Not Who You Know. It’s Where You Are,” explores venture capitalism and Web 2.0 companies in Silicon Valley. 
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alumni weekend 2006

(L-R) Toni Rembe Rock, Arthur Rock, 
William H. Neukom ’67, 

and Sally Neukom attended 
the Dean’s Gala on October 12, 2006. 

(photo: Jennifer Paschal)

Alumni and friends Richard Forde ’01, 
Sarah Blumling, Mark Blumling ’01 (BA ’96), 

and Derek Shaffer ’00 
recall law school memories at 

the Alumni Weekend 2006 Reception. 
(photo: Misha Bruk)

Stanford Law School  alumni  gather 
at the Alumni Weekend 2006 Reception. 
(photo: Misha Bruk)

The entrance to the 
Alumni Weekend 2006 Reunion Dinners 
for the Classes of 1951, 1956, 
1961, 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 
1991, 1996, and 2001 
(photo: Misha Bruk)

(L-R) Speakers Professor Norman Spaulding ’97, 
Cody Harris ’07 (BA ’00), 
Michelle Galloway ’89 (BA ’87), 
Louis P. Friedman ’86 (BA ’83), 
and Dean Larry Kramer at the Dean’s Gala 
on October 12, 2006 
(photo: Jennifer Paschal)

Alumni Bob Peterson ’66 and Roy Schmidt ’66 (BA ’63)
pause  for a photo opportunity in front of 
their 1966 class picture at the Alumni Weekend 2006
Reunion Dinners. (photo: Noah Berger)

(L-R) Campaign Steering Committee members 
Michael Miller ’75, Barry Newman ’83 (MBA ’82), 

Louis P. Friedman ’86 (BA ’83), Michael 
Jacobson ’80, Brad Jones, JD/MBA ’80, 

Louis Eatman, JD/MBA ’73, Michelle 
Galloway ’89 (BA ’87), Dean Larry Kramer, Gail  Block

Harris ’77 (BA ’74), Jim Gaither ’64,  Warren Christopher
’49, Stephen C. Neal ’73, Vaughn Williams ’69, 

Chuck Koob ’69, and Louis Lupin ’85 
attended the Dean’s Gala on October 12, 2006. 

(photo: Jennifer Paschal)

Neta Armagost, John Armagost ’56 (BA ’51), 
Hugh Friedman ’56, and 
Bill Allen ’56 (’BA ’48) at the 
Alumni Weekend 2006 Luncheon
(photo: Misha Bruk)

Moderator, Dahlia Lithwick ’96, 
and panelists Bob Cochran ’74 (BA ’71), 
Scott Turow (MA ’74), 
and Professor Paul Goldstein discuss 
how lawyers are portrayed in entertainment. 
(photo: Misha Bruk)

Celebrating the Reunion Classes of
1951, 1956, 1961, 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, and 2001
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i n m e m

EMMET B. HAYES ’35 (BA ’32) of Burlingame, Calif., died November 1,

2006. Before beginning his studies at Stanford, Emmet

worked his way around the world on the SS President

Wilson, starting at the age of 18. He practiced law for

some 50 years in San Francisco and taught at Golden

Gate Law School. He was passionate about genealogy

and left his family an autobiography. He was

predeceased by his wife, Maxine Lee. Survivors include

his daughter, Sharon Collins; his son- and daughter-in-

law, Bill and Ute; and three grandchildren and six great-

grandchildren.

HON. HENRY RENTON ROLPH, SR. ’40 (BA ’36) of Mill Valley, Calif.,

died October 2, 2006, following a sudden illness. He was

81. After serving as an officer in the Marine Corps during

World War II, Henry co-founded Graham, James and

Rolph. He was a San Francisco supervisor from 1956 to

1961 and later served as the San Francisco Superior

Court’s presiding judge from 1976 to 1977. He is survived

by his son Henry Jr. (BA ’70), daughter Barbara (BA

72), and three grandsons.

EARLE ROBERT WILLIAMS ’40 of Stockton, Calif., died January 7,

2007. He served as a Marine in World War II and

worked as an attorney in Stockton for many years. An

active alumnus, Earle participated in countless Alumni

Weekends. Among his survivors is his daughter, Marie

Robertson (BA '69, MA '70). 

RUSSEL LLOYD HOFVENDAHL ’48 of Santa Cruz, Calif., died

September 12, 2006. He entered the law school with

the help of the GI bill in 1946. After graduation Russ

practiced law for 25 years, eventually becoming

president of the Santa Clara County Bar Association.

He is survived by his wife, Beverly; children David,

Camille, Steven, and Kathleen; and many grandchildren

and great-grandchildren.

GEORGE M.  HENZIE ’49 (BA ’42) of Los Angeles, Calif., died

December 28, 2006. He retired in 1999 after 50 years

of practice with Belcher, Henzie & Biegenzahn. His

friends and family remember him for his fine work ethic

and loyalty to both his clients and loved ones. George is

survived by his wife, Susan, and their sons, Gregory and

Gary.

CHARLES R. PURNELL ’49 (BA ’47) of Palo Alto, Calif., died January

18, 2007. As a captain in the U.S. Army during and

following World War II, Charles served in Europe and

the Philippines before entering law school. He joined

the San Francisco law firm of Pillsbury, Madison &

Sutro (now Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Putnam LLP)

where he practiced business and real estate law. During

his career, he founded Pillsbury Environmental Law

Group and continued to foster its activities until his

retirement.  He is survived by his wife, Jane, and three

sons, Charles, Bradley, and Whitney.

ROBERT THOMAS SJOGREN ’49 of San Diego, Calif., died July 15,

2006, of an aneurysm. He was 84. A lieutenant in the

Navy during World War II, he used the GI bill to pursue a

Stanford law degree. During his 55 years of practicing,

Robert often donated services to organizations such as

the Lemon Grove Historical Society. Survivors include

his wife, Marjorie; daughters Karen, Robin, and Sandra;

son Eric; sister Janet; and six grandchildren.

DANIEL J. MONACO ’50 of Hillsborough, Calif., died February 13,

2007. He served in the U.S. Military Intelligence during

WWII as a cryptographer and Japanese interpreter and

later went on to be a professor of international

economics at the University of Florida, trial attorney,

and founder of Monaco, Anderlini, and Finkelstein. He is

survived by his longtime partner Marcia Leonhardt;

daughters, Mimi Monaco Donsbach and Denise Monaco;

and grandchildren, Liana and Boris Donsbach.

NORMAN W. KAVANAUGH ’53 of Hillsborough, Calif., died October

30, 2006, from complications of cancer and strokes. He

was a partner at Bronson, Bronson & McKinnon in San

Francisco. He volunteered for and offered his

leadership to many organizations, including the Legal

Aid Society, the San Mateo County Bar Association, the

Volunteer Bureau of San Mateo County, and the San

Mateo Union High School Board. Norman also co-

founded the San Mateo Community Foundation. He is

survived by his wife, Lee; his sister, Ann Dart of
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Oceanside; two sons, Matthew, of Calabasas, and David,

of San Carlos; grandchildren Rachel, Aaron, Anna,

Hayden, and Hunter.  

RICHARD R. ST. JOHNS ’54 (BA ’53) of London, U.K., died October

28, 2006, at the age of 77. He was partner at

O’Melveny & Myers from 1963 to 1968 and, in 1981,

joined Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer as an independent

producer. Richard was one of the founders of SBS

Broadcasting, a leading player in European

broadcasting, and served as president and CEO until he

retired in 1994. He is survived by his wife, Susan, and

three children.

ROBERT S. ODELL, JR. ’56 (BA ’42) of Palo Alto, Calif., died July 14,

2006, at 86. After earning his law degree, he opened a

private practice. In addition to running his practice, he

also served as legal counsel for Wadsworth Publishing

Company from 1969 to 1983. His wife of 46 years, Ruth

(Kasch ’48), died in 1994. Robert is survived by two

sons, Timothy and Joshua; one daughter, Helen

Morland; and six grandchildren.

ARTHUR MEJIA, JR. ’59 (BA ’56, PHD ’68) of San Francisco, Calif.,

died November 16, 2006, of leukemia. He was a

professor of history at San Francisco State University

and published many scholarly works on European

history. Arthur was very active in Bay Area clubs and

organizations. He served on the board of The Hearing

Society for the Bay Area (now Hearing and Speech

Center of Northern California) and was the director of

the San Francisco Museum and Historical Society.

Survivors include his longtime companion, Andre

Matsuda; his aunt, Ines Mejia Folger, and his

goddaughter, Cate Schley Zovod.

JOSEPH ANDREWS FOREST ’62 of Kingston, Wash., died October 14,

2006, at 74 from Lou Gehrig’s disease. A prominent

Marin County lawyer and Democratic Party activist, he

served as the city attorney for Larkspur, Novato,

Petaluma, Cotati, and Calistoga. Joseph is survived by

his aunt, Kathleen Andrews; daughters Cindy Anne and

Jacqueline; son Benjamin; and longtime companion,

Marganne Clay.

HON. GREGORY STARR JENSEN ’66 of San Mateo, Calif., died

December 27, 2006, at Palo Alto Veteran’s Hospital. He

had served in the Marine Corps, where he was

paralyzed from the waist down due to a tragic accident.

Though confined to a wheelchair, his successes were

numerous, both in his career as a judge in San Mateo

County and in his recreations. Gregory competed in

both the national and international wheelchair games in

basketball, archery, and track and field. He is survived

by his sisters, Linda and Ann; three nieces and one

nephew; and 13 great-nieces and great-nephews. 

TIMOTHY CHRISTOPHER RUTHERFORD ’78 (BA ’75) of San Diego,

Calif, died February 21, 2007. Timothy grew up in

Point Loma and returned there to raise his children.

He was a distinguished community member and an

estimable lawyer, having served St. Dunstan’s

Episcopal Church and the Christian Legal Society in

numerous capacities. He is survived by his father,

G.W. “Bill,” and his wife, Bertha Rutherford; and

children, Lezlie and Ryan Paros and Christopher,

Abigail, Austin, and Baylor Rutherford.  

DEBRA JANE ROTH ’81 of Los Angeles, Calif., died September 4,

2006, after a ten-month battle with a rare form of

endometrial cancer. She is survived by her daughters,

Lauren and Alana; her parents, Eugene and Janet; and

her sisters, Barbara and Ellen. 

MARC ETHAN BENNETT ‘96 of New York, N.Y., died on January 31,

2007, of lung cancer. [See “Classmates” p. 71.]

LAURIE CHREITZBERG ’05 of Palo Alto, Calif., died October 8, 2006.

She was an associate with Latham & Watkins of Menlo

Park. A memorial service for Laurie was held in the

moot courtroom of the law school on October 24,

2006. [See “In Brief,” p. 6.]

Faculty

J. KEITH MANN, professor emeritus and former dean, died

November 27, 2006. [See “In Brief,” p. 5.]
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kudos 
to

CHUCK REED ’78 won the November run-off election and is the new mayor of San José.

California Lawyer magazine selected MICHAEL C. CAMUNEZ ’98 as the recipient of its Angel Award
honoring outstanding pro bono lawyers.

DAVID FRANK LEVI ‘80 has been selected as the next dean of Duke Law School. Levi was chosen
following an eight-month national search from among more than 200 candidates.

The ACLU of Oregon honored ELDEN ROSENTHAL ’71 with the 
E.B. MacNaughton Civil Liberties Award for his outstanding contributions. 

QUALCOMM appointed former U.S. attorney CAROL C. LAM ’85 to be the company’s senior vice
president and legal counsel. 

MICHELE R. MARTINEZ CAMPBELL ’89 has published her latest book, Cover-Up, the third in a series
chronicling the adventures of prosecutor Melanie Vargas. 

LESLYE OBIORA JSD ’00 was appointed Nigerian Minister of Solid Minerals Development.

The San Francisco Daily Journal’s supplement on “California’s Leading Lawyers” includes several alumni.  
The section on “The Wild Bench” includes RONALD GEORGE ’64 

and VAUGHN WALKER ’70. MARK LEMLEY ’88 is listed  among “The Scholars” 
and FRED VON LOHMANN ’95(BA ’90) is featured in “The Crusaders.” Also recognized were 

STEPHEN NEAL ’73, CARMEN CHANG ’93 (MA ’81), and J. TERENCE O’MALLEY ’75.

GARY COLE ’85 has written a new memoir, Artless: The Odyssey of a Republican Cultural Creative.

BUILD founder and CEO, SUZANNE MCKECHNIE KLAHR ’99, was honored as a recipient of the
Jefferson Award for Public Service. This award has often been called “the Nobel Prize for the public sector.” 

DIANE FIELDS GEOCARIS ’75 (BA ’72) is a recipient of the Stanford Medal for her “deep and lasting 
volunteer commitment to the University.” 

DONNA SHESTOWSKY ’99 (PHD ’03) is the 2007 recipient of UC Davis School of Law’s William and
Sally Rutter Distinguished Teaching Award.

EUNICE H. CHO ’09 was awarded a Paul and Daisy Soros fellowship for New Americans, established to
provide opportunities for

continuing generations of New Americans to achieve leadership in their chosen fields. 

MARK SAVAGE ’88 and JESSE SMITH ’85 (BA ’82) were named 2007 California Lawyer 
Attorneys of the Year Award winners.

M. SUE WILSON ’74 made Law & Politics’s list of Top 100 Women “Super Lawyers” in the state of
Minnesota, garnering the top spot in the practice of family law.
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g a t h e r i n g s

Public interest fellows Michael Roney ’08, 
Caitlin Weisberg ’08, and Kavita 

Narayan ’08 were among the 150 guests 
at the October reception to celebrate the creation 

of the Center for Public Service 
and Public Interest Law (now the Levin Center) and to 

honor the recipients of two new awards
recognizing outstanding public 

service lawyers. (photo: Noah Berger) 

Public service awardees with the dean: 
Professor William P. Quigley, 

Dean Larry Kramer, 
and Christa Gannon ’97 at the 

October Public Service Awards Reception
(photo: Noah Berger)  

Professor Ronald Gilson chats with 
Myron Scholes, Nobel laureate and professor emeritus,
Stanford Graduate School of Business.  
In early March, Professor Scholes 
presented the 2007 Morrison & Foerster 
Lectureship in Honor of Marshall L. Small ’51 (BA ’49); 
the topic of his talk was ’’Risk Transfer and 
Corporate Governance.” (photo: Steve Gladfelter)

(L-R) Professor Robert Weisberg ’79, 
Hon. Vaughn Walker ’70, Hon. Elizabeth Grimes ’80, 
and Dean Larry Kramer at the 2006 
Swearing-In Ceremony (photo: Misha Bruk) 

Class of 2006 alumni are sworn in 
to the California State Bar on December 7, 2006, 
by Hon. Elizabeth Grimes ’80 
and Hon. Vaughn Walker ’70 at the annual 
Swearing-In Ceremony at Stanford Law School. 
(photo: Misha Bruk) 
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