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Debo P. Adegbile is the Director of Litigation 
at the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Inc. (LDF), where he oversees the legal 
program and supervises the legal staff in 
the areas of Economic and Criminal Justice, 
Education, and Political Participation, while 
remaining actively engaged in litigation and 
advocacy including in a number of recent 
cases before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Previously Debo served as LDF’s Associate 
Director of Litigation, and Director of its Political Participation group. In 
the area of voting rights, Debo’s experience with LDF has encompassed 
constitutional cases, actions arising under the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 (VRA), among other statutes, as well as state and federal 
legislative advocacy.

Debo successfully argued against a constitutional challenge to the core 
federal preclearance provision of the VRA before a three-judge panel 
in federal court in Washington D.C, and again in April of 2009 before 
the U.S. Supreme Court. That case,  Northwest Austin Municipal Utility 
District No. One v. Holder, followed a multi-year effort and collaboration 
with numerous local and national partners that resulted
in Congressional reauthorization of several important provisions of the 
VRA. In connection with that effort, Debo coordinated LDF’s activities, 
devised and executed the strategy for the national campaign, and
helped to develop the Congressional record. Debo engaged in public 
education and debate in various community and media settings, and 
testified before both the House and Senate Judiciary Committees in
support of the VRA reauthorization.

Corene Kendrick, JD ‘03, is a Staff Attorney at 
the Youth Law Center (YLC) in San Francisco, 
a nonprofit legal organization that advocates 
for the rights of children in foster care and 
juvenile justice systems across the country.  
She has worked on a variety of YLC’s reform 
projects and civil rights impact litigation on 
issues including the first federal case which 
found that juveniles have the same due 
process rights as adults in parole revocation 
proceedings; reducing the use of institutions 

and group homes for children in foster care; benefits for youth aging 
out of foster care; educational and mental health services for youth 
in juvenile justice and foster care; and basic conditions of care for 
children in foster care or the juvenile justice system.  She also is an 
Adjunct Instructor in Children & the Law at Golden Gate University 
School of Law.  

Before joining YLC in 2005, Corene was a Skadden Fellow and Staff 
Attorney at Children’s Rights in New York, and she worked on class 
action lawsuits to reform foster care systems in Tennessee, Mississippi, 
and Nebraska.  As a law student, she clerked at the National Center 
for Youth Law and the Domestic Violence Unit of the San Francisco 
District Attorney’s Office.  

Prior to attending law school, Corene worked for several years 
in Washington, D.C. as a Congressional lobbyist for the Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America.  Corene received her J.D. in 2003 
from Stanford Law School,  also holds a Masters of Public Affairs 
from the University of Texas, and a B.A. from George Washington 
University.
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“The whole notion of law as a profession is bundled up with the 
fact that it’s about service to others. That’s true of all aspects of law 
- both public and private. It is essential for students to have early 
and frequent exposure to the meaning of public service as they 
develop their identities as lawyers. We’re pleased to support 
Stanford Law School’s efforts to make public service a central part 
of the school’s culture.”

-- John and Terry Levin

John and Terry Levin Center for 
Public Service and Public Interest Law 

Diane T.  Chin, Associate Dean for Public Service and 
Public Interest Law 
Anna Wang, Executive Director
Betsy de la Vega, Pro Bono Director and 
Externship Programs
Marilia Zellner,  Public Interest Career Counselor 
Nancy Patton, Program Coordinator

More information about the Center may be obtained on the web at http://
publicinterestlaw.stanford.edu or by emailing publicinterest@law.stanford.
edu.


